Louis E. Wolcher
CURRICULUM VITAE

Charles I. Stone Professor of Law
University of Washington School of Law
William H. Gates Hall, Box 353020
Seattle, Washington 98195-3020

Professional Employment

Since 1986: Professor of Law at the University of Washington School of Law in Seattle,
Washington (Assistant Professor, 1986-89); Charles I. Stone Professor of Law (endowed
professorship), since 2004; Director of Faculty Scholarship and Development, 2005-2007. Primary
subjects: Philosophy of Law, Torts, and Contracts. Other subjects taught: Civil Procedure,
Remedies, Restitution, Admiralty, Federal Courts, and Critical Perspectives on Law. Professor in
the University of Washington’s Undergraduate Honors Program (since 2004), teaching a course on
theories of justice. University-wide positions held: Member of the University of Washington Faculty
Senate (1995-1997); Member of the University of Washington Faculty Adjudication Panel
(1992-1995); and Chair of the University of Washington-University of Ljubljana Exchange
Committee (1995 to date).

1981-86: Partner in the litigation department of Pettit & Martin, a law firm in San Francisco,
California. Chair of the Hiring Committee (1982-86), and elected member of the Executive
Committee (1985-86). Prepared and conducted numerous jury and non-jury trials in federal and
state courts, and adjudicatory proceedings before federal administrative agencies. Argued appeals
before the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, and prepared briefs in numerous
appellate proceedings, including cases before the United States Supreme Court.

1978-81: Assistant Professor at Rutgers Law School in Camden, New Jersey. Subjects taught:
Civil Procedure, Federal Courts, Antitrust.

1974-78: Associate in the litigation department of Pettit & Martin, in San Francisco, California.
Chair of the Hiring Committee (1976-78).

1973-74: Judicial clerk to the Honorable Bernard H. Levinson, Associate Justice of the Hawaii
Supreme Court, in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Education
Juris Doctor (magna cum laude) from Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts (1973).

Member, Board of Editors, Harvard Law Review (Volume 86); Operations Officer, Harvard
Voluntary Defenders (1971-72); Summer Intern, Harvard Center for Criminal Justice (1971);
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Summer Associate at Thelen, Marrin, Johnson & Bridges, a law firm in San Francisco, California
(1972).

Bachelor of Arts in History (with distinction) from Stanford University, Stanford, California (1969).
Dean’s List of Honors Students (awarded four consecutive years); Honors Program in History;
elected to Phi Beta Kappa (1969); studied at Stanford-in-Austria (1966-67); member of the
freshman and varsity baseball teams (1965-68).

Preparatory education: Santa Rosa High School, Santa Rosa, California (1961-65). Class
Valedictorian; member of the varsity football and baseball teams.

Professional Honors and Awards

December 5, 2007: appointed outside international expert by Slovenian Research Agency for
purposes of reviewing project proposals for academic research in the social sciences.

March 17, 2005: received the University of Washington’s Distinguished Teaching Award (the
university’s highest honor for excellence in teaching, reflecting the recipient’s “mastery of the
subject matter, intellectual rigor and a passion for teaching”).

September 15, 2004: appointed to the Charles I. Stone Endowed Professorship in Law by the Board
of Regents of the University of Washington.

Appointed to the Board of Referees and the Scientific Committee of the Second (2003), Third
(2005), and Fourth (2007) International Conferences on Human Rights, co-sponsored by Mofid
University (Qom, Iran) and the United Nations Development Programme in the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

December 4, 1999, Weimar, Germany: awarded international prize for philosophical essay entitled
“Time’s Language.” The essay was entered in the Millennium International Essay Prize Contest, a
modern revival of the old tradition of important and widely advertised academic prize questions in
philosophy during the 18" and 19" Centuries. The contest was co-sponsored by the European
cultural magazine Lettre International, Weimar 1999-Cultural Capital of Europe, and the Goethe
Institute. The philosophical prize question was “Liberating the future from the past? Liberating the
past from the future?,” and the contest drew approximately 2,500 entries from 123 different
countries. “Time’s Language” was selected by a Preliminary Jury as one of 43 essays submitted to
the Final Jury, and the latter then picked it to receive the second-place prize out of ten prizes
awarded. The award included a cash prize of 30,000 Deutsche Marks (approximately $16,000) and a
fellowship for three months of study in Germany.

March 19, 1999, Strasbourg, France: became the first law professor to present a formal academic
lecture (entitled “The Paradox of Remedies™) to the judges and staff of the European Court of
Human Rights.
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Given the University of Washington Foundation Scholar Award for 1996, 1997 and 1998 by the
Executive Council and Dean of the law school in recognition of excellence in scholarship and
teaching (award includes research grant of $6,000 per year).

Fulbright Scholar Award recipient in 1996, given to support course of research and lectures at the
University of Ljubljana Faculty of Law, in Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Twice given “Professor of the Year” award (for 1992-1993 and 1999-2000) by the University of
Washington Student Bar Association, upon vote of the student body and in recognition of
excellence in teaching.

Named faculty salutation speaker by the Dean and the Class of 2000 for the University of
Washington Law School’s graduation ceremonies on June 11, 2000.

Publications

Books

Law’s Task: Tue Tracic CircLe oF Law, Justice anp Human SurreriNG (Aldershot, Hampshire:
Ashgate Publishing, 2008) (in progress, under contract) [ISBN 0-7546-7132-1].

Bevyonp TRrANSCENDENCE IN Law anp Puicosorny (London: Birkbeck Law Press — Routledge
Cavendish, 2005) [ISBN 1-85941-985-2 & 1-85941-988-7].

Published reviews of Beyond Transcendence in Law and Philosophy: Thomas
Denholm, Book Review, 16 Social & Legal Studies 617-19 (2007); Huaiyu Wang,
Book Review, Journal of Chinese Philosophy (forthcoming 2008).

Chapters in Edited Collections

Rules and Statements, in OBscuriTY AND CLARITY IN THE LAw: CHALLENGES AND ProspecTs, edited by
Anne Wagner and Sophie Cacciaguidi-Fahy (Aldershot: Ashgate 2007) (publication forthcoming).

Constitutional Interpretation in the United States and the United Kingdom, in IVR ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF
JurisprUDENCE, LeGaL THEORY aND Puiosopny or Law, edited by Evelyn Feteris et al. (2007),
http://www.ivr-enc.info/en/entry.php?what=showEntry&entryld=63.

Human Rights and Human Suffering, in THeoRETICAL FounpATIONS OF HUMAN RiGHTS 141-60, edited by
Carl Wellman and M. Habibi Modjandeh (Qom: Mofid University Publications, 2007).

The Times of Religion and Human Rights, in Human Riguts anp REevigion 101-04 (Qom: Mofid
University Publications, 2007).

Jurisdiction of the Federal Courts, in 2 EncycLoPeDIA OF AMERICAN CiviL LiBerTiES 866-69, edited by
Paul Finkelman (New York: Routledge, 2006).


http://www.ivr-enc.info/en/entry.php?what=showEntry&entryId=63
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Removal to Federal Court, in 3 EncycrLorepia ofF AMerICAN Civie LBerties 1315-16, edited by Paul
Finkelman (New York: Routledge, 2006).

Annotated Einstein Haiku, in DEr EINSTEIN-KOMPLEX: 99 PHILOSOPHEN, SCHRIFTSTELLER, KUNSTLER UND
WisSENSCHAFTLER UBER EIN GENIE 146-47, edited by Gerd Weiberg and Frank Berberich (Berlin:
Wunderhorn, 2005).

Ronald Dworkin’s Right Answers Thesis through the Lens of Wittgenstein, in WITTGENSTEIN AND Law
357-79, edited by Dennis Patterson (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004).

The Question Concerning Law and Technology, in Law aNnD MobDErNITY: PARTICULAR PROBLEMS
143-58, edited by Ola Zetterquist (Krakow: Polpress, 2004).

Thought’s Prison: An Image of Images, in IMAGINARY Bounparies oF Justice 21-49, edited by Ronnie
Lippens (Oxford: Hart, 2004).

The Paradox of Remedies, in HumaN RiGHTS IN PHiLosopHY AND PracticE 549-86, edited by Burton
Leiser and Tom Campbell (Burlington: Ashgate Dartmouth, 2001).

Introduction: Thinking Critically About Human Rights, in HumaN Rigats, WoMEN’s RiGHTS, MINORITY
Rigurs 11-18, edited by Alexander Brostl and Marijan Pavénik (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag,
2001).

Sigan 1ii ono (“Time’s Language”), in SIGAN URO PUT O U1 HAEBANG 195-245 (Seoul: Sein, 2000) (Nam
Kyong-t’ae translator (Korean)).

Articles and Essays

Unreal City, Unreal Law, 17 GrirritH LaAw Review, Issue No. 2 (2008) (publication forthcoming).

Senseless Kindness: the Politics of Cost-Benefit Analysis, 25 Law anp INEQUALITY: A JOURNAL OF
TheorY AND PracTice 147-202 (2007).

Universal Suffering and the Ultimate Task of Law, 24 WINDSOR YEARBOOK OF ACCESS TO JUSTICE
361-99 (2006).

A Philosophical Investigation into Methods of Constitutional Interpretation in the United States
and the United Kingdom, 13 VIRGINIA JOURNAL OF SociaL Poricy anp THE Law 239-89 (2006).

The Tragic Foundations of Human Rights, 24 WiscoNsIN INTERNATIONAL Law JournaL 523-56 (2006).

How Legal Language Works, 2 UnounD: HARVARD JoURNAL OF THE LEGaL Lerr 91-125 (2006), http://
www.law.harvard.edu/students/orgs/unbound/articles/2UNB091-Wolcher.pdf.



http://www.law.harvard.edu/students/orgs/unbound/articles/2UNB091-Wolcher.pdf
http://www.law.harvard.edu/students/orgs/unbound/articles/2UNB091-Wolcher.pdf
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Nature and Freedom, 9 THE INDEPENDENT REVIEW: A JoUrRNAL OF PoriticaL Economy 263-70 (2004).
A Meditation on Law and Ethics, 1 SLoveniaN Law Review 139-50 (2004).
The End of Technology: A Polemic, 79 W asuiNngToN Law Review 331-88 (2004).

Ethics, Justice, and Suffering in the Thought of Levinas: The Problem of the Passage, 14 Law anD
CriTIQUE 93-116 (2003).

What is the Rule of Law? Perspectives from Central Europe and the American Academy, 78
WasningTon Law Review 515-24 (2003).

The Third Mountain: A Meditation on Chaos and Order, 15 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR THE SEMIOTICS
or Law 25-52 (2002).

Meditacija o pravu in etiki (“A Meditation on Law and Ethics”), 57 Pravnik 179-89 (2002) (Vera
Lamut translator (Slovenian)).

The Poetry of Negligence, 23 LiverrooL Law Review 187-97 (2001).
Language as Mimésis, 5 Law  Text « CuLture 187-225 (2001).

A Dialogue on Legal Theory Between a European Legal Philosopher and His American Friend, 35
Texas INTERNATIONAL LAW JourNaL 335-86 (2000)(with Marijan Pavcnik).

The Paradox of Remedies: The Case of International Human Rights Law, 38 CoLUMBIA JOURNAL OF
TransNATIONAL Law 515-61 (2000).

Die Sprache der Zeit (“Time’s Language”), 47 LETTRE INTERNATIONAL 18-26 (Winter, 1999) (Chris
Hirte translator (German)).

Ezikt na Vremeto (“Time’s Language”), 24 Lereratura 23-37 (2000) (Elena Aleksieva translator
(Bulgarian)).

A New and Superior Theory of ldeology?, 4 THe INDEPENDENT REVIEW: A JournaL of PoriticaL
Economy 291-302 (1999) (reviewing J.M. BarkiN, CuLTURAL SOFTWARE: A THEORY OF IDEOLOGY
(1998)).

A Meditation on Wittgenstein’s Lecture on Ethics, 9 Law anp CriTiQuE 3-35 (1998).

Ronald Dworkin’s Right Answers Thesis Through the Lens of Wittgenstein, 29 RutGers LAw JOURNAL
43-65 (1997).



Louis E. Wolcher: Curriculum Vitae Page 6

Pavcnik’s Theory of Legal Decision-making: An Introduction, 72 WasuiNngToN Law Review 469-80
(1997).

The Man in a Room: Remarks on Derrida’s Force of Law, 7 Law anp CriTiQuE 35-64 (1996).

Moz v sobi: opazke k Derridajevi moci prava (“The Man in a Room: Remarks on Derrida’s Force
of Law”), 51 Pravnik 567-89 (1996) (Matjaz Nahtigal translator (Slovenian)).

What We Do Not Doubt: A Critical Legal Perspective, 46 Hastings Law JournaL 1783-1861 (1995).
Critical Legal Doubts About Language, 30 NEw ENGLAND Law Review 1-38 (1995).

Being Mistaken, 5 Law anp CritiQue 175-207 (1994).

The Many Meanings of “Wherefore” in Legal History, 68 WasHINGTON Law ReviEw 559-650 (1993).

The Privilege of ldleness: A Case Study of Capitalism and the Common Law in Nineteenth Century
America, 36 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF LEGAL History 237-325 (1992).

Annotated Contracts Haiku, 42 JournaL oF LeGaL Epucation 141-42 (1992).
“The Enchantress” and Karl Polanyi’s Social Theory, 51 Ounio STATE LAw JournaL 1243-81 (1990).

Price Discrimination and Inefficient Risk Allocation under the Rule of Hadley v. Baxendale, 12
ResearcH IN Law anp Economics 9-31 (1989).

The Accommodation of Regret in Contract Remedies, 73 lowa Law Review 797-892 (1988).

Sovereign Immunity and the Supremacy Clause: Damages Against States in Their Own Courts for
Constitutional Violations, 69 CaLirornia Law Review 189-316 (1981).

Limiting the Antitrust Immunity for Concerted Attempts to Influence Courts and Adjudicatory
Agencies: Analogies to Malicious Prosecution and Abuse of Process, 86 Harvarp Law REVIEW
715-35 (1973).

Miscellaneous Publications

Kommentierte Haikus, 69 LeTTRE INTERNATIONAL 115 (Summer, 2005) (Friedrich Griese et al.
translators (German)).

Law’s Task, in 52 UW Law 28-29 (Spring 2004).

Refusals to Deal and Exclusive Distributorships after GTE Sylvania, in CorRPORATE Law AND PRACTICE
HanpBook (No. 375)(New York: Practicing Law Institute, 1981)(with Robert Maines).
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Editorial Positions

Member of the advisory board of the international journal Slovemian Law Review (Ljubljana:
University of Ljubljana Law Faculty) (since January 2003).

Member of the editorial board of the international journal Law and Critique (Dordrecht: Springer
Netherlands) (since March 1996).

Co-editor, with Professor Richard O. Zerbe, Jr., of volumes 12 and 13 of Research in Law and
Economics (Greenwich: JAI Press, 1989-90).

Manuscript referee for numerous publications and publishers, including Blackwell Publishing,
Ashgate Publishing, McGill Law Journal, University of British Columbia Law Review, Windsor
Yearbook of Access to Justice, Research in Law and Economics, and Journal of Law and Religion.

Grants and Visitorships

March-June 2009: Visiting Professor of Law and Philosophy at University of Bergen, in Bergen,
Norway.

March 2004: Lectures on legal education and philosophy of law at Osaka University, in Osaka,
Japan, and at Kobe University, in Kobe, Japan.

April 2001: Lecturer in Philosophy of Law and Civil Obligations at the Postgraduate Legal
Education Program, University of Ljubljana Faculty of Law, Ljubljana, Slovenia.

JulyBSeptember, 2000: Writing fellowship at Kiinstlerhaus Schloss Wiepersdorf, a working retreat
for artists, writers and philosophers located in Wiepersdorf, Germany.

Fall Semester, 1996: Visiting Professor of Law (Fulbright Scholar Award recipient) at the
University of Ljubljana Faculty of Law in Ljubljana, Slovenia. Subjects taught: Philosophy of Law,
Legal Theory, and Civil Obligations.

October, 1994: Visiting Lecturer at the University of Ljubljana Faculty of Law in Ljubljana,
Slovenia (received grant from the Republic of Slovenia under the auspices of the University of
WashingtonCUniversity of Ljubljana Faculty Exchange Program).

1993B94: Visiting Professor of Law at the University of California, Hastings College of the Law, in
San Francisco, California. Subjects taught: Contracts, Remedies, and seminar on Critical Legal
Studies.

September, 1991: Visiting Professor of American Contract Law at the National Business University
and Institute of Political Science and Management in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, U.S.S.R. (received
grant from the government of Uzbekistan).
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Invited Academic Presentations

October 17, 2007: “The Tragedy of Justice,” Inaugural Lecture of the Charles I. Stone Professorship
of Law, held at the University of Washington School of Law, in Seattle.

September 15, 2007: “Unreal City, Unreal Law,” presented to the Critical Legal Conference Annual
Meeting (Walls), held at Birkbeck College, Department of Law, in London, England.

August 4, 2007: “The Limits of Reason in Legal Interpretation,” presented in a special workshop on
Legal Argumentation and Interpretation at the 23rd World IVR Congress of Law and Social
Philosophy, held at Jagiellonian University, in Krakéw, Poland.

May 17, 2007: “The Times of Religion and Human Rights,” presented at the Fourth International
Conference on Human Rights (Human Rights and Religion), held at Mofid University in Qom, Iran,
and co-sponsored by Mofid University and the United Nations Development Programme.

May 18, 2006: “Senseless Kindness: The Politics of Cost Benefit Analysis,” presented to the 2006
Benefit-Cost Conference: What Can We Do to Improve the Use of Benefit-Cost Analysis?, in
Seattle, sponsored by the Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs and the Program on Values in
Society.

November 4, 2005: “Law’s Task,” presented to the Interdisciplinary Colloquium on Conservation
Biology at the University of Washington, in Seattle.

September 4, 2005: “Speech and Silence,” presented to the Critical Legal Conference Annual
Meeting (Resistance), held at the University of Kent, in Canterbury, England.

July 7, 2005: “Rules and Statements,” presented at conference entitled Clarity and Obscurity in
Legal Language, held at the Université du Littoral B Cote d’Opale, in Boulogne-sur-Mer, France.

May 12, 2005: “The Bottom Drops out of Law and Justice,” presented in the Law School Seminar
series at Birkbeck College, Department of Law, in London, England.

March 3, 2005: Public debate in Seattle, co-sponsored by the University of Washington Law School
and the Federalist Society, with Professor Richard A. Epstein (University of Chicago) on the
question of tort reform.

September 4, 2004: “Beyond Transcendence,” presented to the Critical Legal Conference Annual
Meeting (Apertures), held at the University of Westminster, in London, England.

January 17, 2004: “Heidegger & Marcuse: the Ethical Use of Technology,” keynote lecture at the
symposium and conference Technology, Values, and the Justice System, held at the University of
Washington School of Law, in Seattle, Washington.
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September 7, 2003: “Nature’s Language,” presented to the Critical Legal Conference Annual
Meeting (Transition and Transformation: Communities within and beyond Law), held at Rand
Afrikaans University, in Johannesburg, South Africa.

August 15, 2003: “The Question Concerning Law and Technology,” presented in a workshop on the
philosophy of law and technology at the 21st World Congress of the International Association for
Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy, held at the Law Faculty of the University of Lund, in
Lund, Sweden. Paper presented:

May 17, 2003: “Human Rights and Human Suffering,” presented at the Second International
Conference on Human Rights (The Theoretical Foundations of Human Rights), held at Mofid
University in Qom, Iran, and co-sponsored by Mofid University and the United Nations
Development Programme.

December 4, 2002: “What is the Rule of Law?CPerspectives from Central Europe and the
Academy,” keynote lecture at the 25" Anniversary Celebration of the Federal Bar Association for
the Western District of Washington, held in Seattle.

October 17, 2002: Public debate in Seattle, co-sponsored by the University of Washington Law
School and the Federalist Society, with syndicated radio talk-show host Michael Medved on the
question of the justice of reparations to African-Americans for the enslavement of their ancestors.

September 7, 2002: “Human Rights in Relation to Human Misery,” keynote lecture at the Critical
Legal Conference Annual Meeting (The (In)Justice of Law - The Critique of Human Being and the
Possibility of Politics), held at the University of North London, in London, England.

May 8, 2002: “Thought’s Prison: An Image of Images,” presented at the international workshop
Imaginary Boundaries of Justice, organized by and held at the International Institute for the
Sociology of Law, in Ofiati, Spain.

September 17, 2000: “The Third Mountain: A Meditation on Chaos and Order,” keynote lecture
(given by proxy) at the Critical Legal Conference Annual Meeting (East of Law), held at the
University of Helsinki, in Helsinki, Finland.

September 18, 1999: “Language as Mimeésis,” presented to the Critical Legal Conference Annual
Meeting (Legal Theory at the fin de siecle), held at Birkbeck College, University of London, in
London, England.

March 19, 1999: “The Paradox of Remedies,” presented to the judges and staff of the European
Court of Human Rights, in Strasbourg, France.

August 12, 1997: “Ronald Dworkin’s Right Answers Thesis Through the Lens of Wittgenstein,”
presented at the 18th World Congress of the International Association for Philosophy of Law and
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Social Philosophy, at Buenos Aires, Argentina. (Also presented on September 6, 1997 to the
Critical Legal Conference Annual Meeting (In the Wake of the Law), held at University College
Dublin, in Dublin, Ireland.)

September 7, 1996: “A Meditation on Wittgenstein’s Lecture on Ethics,” presented to the Critical
Legal Conference Annual Meeting (Other Justices; Others’ Justice), held at the University of East
London, in Essex, England.

September 9, 1995: “The Man in a Room: Remarks on Derrida’s Force of Law,” presented to the
Critical Legal Conference Annual Meeting (Contested Communities: Critical Legal Perspectives),
held at the University of Edinburgh, in Edinburgh, Scotland.

September 9, 1994: “Critical Legal Doubts,” presented to the Critical Legal Conference Annual
Meeting (Legal Identities/Global Cultures), held at the University of Warwick, in Coventry,
England.

December 18, 1993: “From Legal Positivism to Critical Legal Studies: One Hundred Years of
Interpretation and Critical Theory,” presented at the Continuing Legal Education Program Law,
Literature & Film, held at the University of Washington in Seattle, Washington.

September 11, 1993: “Being Mistaken and Mistake: An Existential Analysis of How Law
Legitimates Exchange by Passing over Being” presented to the Critical Legal Conference Annual
Meeting (The Rule of Law Revised), held at New College, in Oxford, England.

May 29, 1992: Invited critique of Professor Richard A. Epstein’s paper and talk entitled “Property
as a Fundamental Civil Right” at the Northwest Legal Foundation’s 71992 Property Law Symposium
in Seattle, Washington.

March 14, 1990: “Marriage as a Commodity: ‘The Enchantress’ and Karl Polanyi’s Social Theory,”
presented at Columbia Law School’s Center for Law and Economic Studies, in New York City.

Professional Affiliations

Member of the University of Washington Teaching Academy, an organization that sponsors and
conducts various programs to improve teaching excellence at the university (membership is
comprised of past and present winners of the University’s Distinguished Teaching Award). Member
of AMINTAPHIL (the American section of the International Association for Philosophy of Law and
Social Philosophy), the Law and Society Association, the American Society for Legal History, and
the Maritime Law Association of the United States. Member of the State Bar of California (inactive
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status). Admitted to practice law before the United States Supreme Court and numerous other
federal courts and administrative agencies.

Biographical Pieces about Louis E. Wolcher in the Print Media

“A League of Their Own: Louis Wolcher,” by Beth Luce, in Columns Magazine (June 2005), at 33
(web address: http://www.washington.edu/alumni/columns/june05/league_wolcher.html).

“Louis Wolcher,” by Steven Goldsmith, in University Week, June 2, 2005 (Vol. 22, No. 30), at 4
(web address: http://www.uwnews.org/Uwnews/sites/Awards2005/index.asp?id=2818).

“The Thinker,” by Irene Svete, in Washington Law and Politics, December/January 2001 (No. 25),
at 24-26 (web address: http://www.lawandpolitics.com/washington/default.asp).

“Brilliant and Concise,” by James Sykes, in The University of Washington Daily, January 14, 2000
(Vol. 107, No. 60), at 1, 6 (web address:

http://archives.thedaily.washington.edu/2000/011400/N2.LouWolcher.html).
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